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What needs to Change?

Followers of Jesus Christ are essential in bridging the gap of racial divide (as 
well as other problems) in a culture that involves people. 

People who are believers in Jesus Christ follow His teachings and instructions 
to the best of their ability. They’re difference-makers, they are on a mission to 
become a better disciple of Jesus Christ and to make disciples.

One specific, foundational instruction Jesus gave those who place their faith 
in Him is to show your faith before you talk about your faith. (Matthew 5, 
28;18-28, Mark 16:26, Luke 5 just to list a few.)

The question is how do we, 

as best as we can, live out 

what Jesus told us to do? 

A good case study would be 

Heart for Lebanon. By God’s 

grace and by His guidance 

we have been able to cross 

the many ethnic and cultural 

divides in the second most 

racist nation in world. 

When I co-founded Heart for Lebanon we knew more of what we did not 
want to do than what we wanted to do. For example, we did not want to 
stray away from Jesus command – “Go, and make disciples.” That’s 
straight forward so that’s why our mission has always been to “make 
disciples”. Basing our mission, vision, steering principles and strategy on 
our understanding of what Jesus taught and to execute what he taught 
with excellence and clarity as much as humanly possible. 

In order to “Make disciples’ we need to first “go” and gain honest access to 
people. Then over time lead them into a conversation about Jesus with the 
end goal being that we become better disciples and at the same time we 
are making disciples.
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How do we engage in this spiritual 
journey, unconditionally yet holistically?

Love people 
Just as a reminder, God died for all people. 

He lives for all people no matter their culture or 
the color of their skin.  Followers are 
commanded to love all people. He has his eye 
on all people, His love is available to all people, 
and His grace and mercy are given freely to all 
people - there are no exceptions.

To love people as Christ has loved us is to 
have deep respect for all human life. Practically, 
when you encounter people different than you, 
who have a different perspective and/or 
experience, what should we be asking 
ourselves? What does love require of me?

It’s the only response for the follower of 
Jesus Christ in every situation. It should be as 
automatic as breathing. What does God’s love 
require me to do in this situation?

As we study the life of Jesus, 
He instructed and modeled for 
us three things. These three 
items for the Christian are our 
DNA. They should be ingrained 
in us and be as normal as 
breathing is to us. We do not 
have to think about them, they 
are just who we are. 

I know what you will be thinking 
as you go through these 3 
things, “these are too 
simplistic,” but I can prove to 
you they are not simplistic. 
They are very hard to 
accomplish.

Please take the time to read, 
think through, and practice 
each one honestly and make 
them personal.
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When Jesus showed up, the dignity of all 
people went up, because he 
demonstrated that “all people have equal 
value” all people matter!

He paid attention to the people who 
came into his path, and so should we. He 
took time with people he did not know, and so 
should we. He talked with the weak, poor and 
downtrodden. He even ate with the 

sinners, and so should we.

When Jesus lived among us he said and 
practiced that sinners, people unlike a 
follower of Jesus, are not to be put down, 
belittled, or disrespected - they are people to 
love them, do good to them, have empathy 
for them and show them respect. How? Jesus 
showed and told us “just as I have treated 
you”.

John records it for us in his letter in John 
13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.” 
There is no exception.

Jesus said, I will be the master mind 
behind everything - but you need to do the 
work. You need to engage with all people that 

come into your path in partnership with me!  
You might look at the world today and say all I 
hear and see is negative, people protesting, 
what I see is wrong or at best it’s confusing 
and some of the issues seems to be murky at 
best, little hope is left, and peace is a fading, 
bad things are happening! God is saying you 
can and must make a difference now more 
than ever, I’ll help you.

Jesus’ big gift to the 
world is: “Everybody 
matters to God.”

Jesus brought clarity on the 
number one thing that 
matters to Him -
people! Jesus said I am 
going to my Father, and you 
must represent me to others 
– you can do this and do it 
very well. I'm pouring my 
spirit into you so that you can 

do the work of representing 
me – well – very well. You 
have nothing to fear.
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It’s easy to think about peace in 
our culture as simply the absence 
of conflict, Jesus calls us to 
something greater.  He calls His 
followers to be peacemakers.

He calls us to have a different 
attitude than what we see and 
hear around us.  Philippians 3 is 
all about "one foot in the world 
and one foot in Christ. Get both 
feet in Christ. 

Why? Because we are living in an 
unprecedented time in history! (V 
13 & 14 & Esther 4:13) God is 
orchestrating all of history for His 
purpose and we can and must 
make a difference.
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Three things that really help me and Heart for 
Lebanon respect all people that come into our 
path.
A: We understand that our greatest contribution 
to this world might be having a conversation, a 
relationship with a person that’s different than 
me. 
B: We do not want to criticize a person until we 
understand that person. We must be a student of 
other people that come in our path first; we need 
do not criticize first.
C: We will never serve a person unconditionally 
if we do not love them unconditionally. Attitude 
matters!

2. Add value to people:  Jesus modeled this for us as well. (Matthew 22: 36-
40; Like 5 and 1 Cor.9).

When we love/respect people, when we learn more about their specific 
experiences we get to know why they said what they said or did, we 
understand better what they need. We get beyond what we see to the core 
issue. It’s at this point that a follower of Jesus enters their world doing what 
we can to help them deal with their current and real need(s).  At Heart for 
Lebanon we understand, (you need to understand this as well) each team 
member is the key link between them and Jesus. It’s one reason everyone on 
our team is a Christian. 

It’s interesting to me that 85% of the time when Jesus changed or healed 
someone it was because someone brought them to Jesus. Loving people and 
adding value to people really do go together.

Secular research shows that it’s how we talk to people from the first moment 
they cross our path that makes all the difference on how they will respond. 
The studies show that what we say and how we say it will either infuse a 
reaction or defuse an action. What’s clear is that people’s reaction can be 
steered in a positive direction just by how we first enter into the conversation. 

We must enter conversations with the attitude of adding value to the other 
person.  You cannot build trust without adding value to people. Adding value to 
people is the foundation of trust which will lead to a relationship.  

You see, when you just add value to people without loving them first all your 
doing is giving out items to cover up the root cause. Helping them today, while 
this might provide some good help rarely takes care of the core problems.
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This helps us to 
answer the question: 
Why do people in 
times of crisis hunger 
more for spiritual 

things? Why do they 
have a desire to find 
and know God?

When the people 
we serve meet me or 
you, are they thirsty for 
God? Do they become 
aware of a peace they 
only dreamed about, 

do they envy your 
patience, the long-
suffering you model, 
the endurance you 
show? 

Jesus also put it this way “you are the salt of the 
earth…. You are the light of the world”. Matthew 
5: 13-16 & Luke 8:16–18 

What does salt do – it should make people we 
come in contact with thirsty.

What does light do – it should make people 
aware of something better than their current 
problems, something they are not used to seeing 
in their current circumstances.

3. Make them hungry to know God. 
This might be the biggest and the most important of all. I know the 

word “Make” might sound and read a little strong and be a little 
uncomfortable, however I have used it intentionally. Our goal at Heart for 
Lebanon is to “Make Disciples”. While we love and unconditionally help 

people the best we can to sustain life, we do want to lead them by 
showing them who Jesus is.  

It’s at this point where some people have told me “see, it’s a bait-
and-switch approach” others have said “see, it is conditional.”  Both are 
not accurate and here’s why. To make them hungry to know God is a 
lifestyle issue. “We are made in the image of God” we are His 
ambassadors so we must make people hungry to know God. We must do 
this because we are to act and speak differently, not odd, just different. 
We, as best as humans can be, must show who and what Jesus Christ is 

like because we are followers of Him. We are to have inward peace that 
shows we are longsuffering, patient with lots of self-control, have a joy - a 
spring in our step, and we are faithful – we do what we say we will do. 
We are gentle on how we treat people, no harsh words. You know these 
as the fruit of the Spirit. We find them in Galatians 5:22-23.

Overcoming the Divide
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Jesus gave us the authority to “Go” and “Make Disciples”. 
What a privilege to represent Him in this endeavor. 

When people see the fruits of the Spirit in us, they become aware of a better 
life because they see it in us. And it’s here where the conversation bends to 
Jesus and how they can know Him. It’s not a switch and bait or conditional; it’s 
a natural flow, a natural progression.

Simply put Jesus makes life better – do we show a better life and are we 
getting better at life because of it? Or are we wallowing in the crisis with no 
hope, no peace, no …you fill the next words. For a follower of Jesus Christ, a 
disciple who is making disciples we have questions and concerns.  We are 
human, however, down deep we have a depth of peace and evidence of the 
spirit living in us and people will notice this.

Did you notice our spiritual journey here: accept, believe, follow, make 
disciples. This is to be our journey. When it is, life becomes very fulfilling, 
rewarding and then the racial divide fades, other cultural issues get cleaned up. 

You know you’re on your way to becoming a disciple when you look for 
success.  Disciples look for significance and as a follower you’re making a 
significant difference. By now you know that I believe most of our cultural, 
racial and other issues are spiritual problems and the only way to solve them is 
for “believers” to move to having a Kingdom agenda which happens when we 
become “followers”. We need a reset and not get caught up the daily noise. 

After a lifetime of experiences, that included ups and downs in his relationship 
with God, David penned this:

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
love and faithfulness go before you.” 

Psalm 89:14

Righteousness is the moral standard of right and wrong. God holds us 
accountable based on His moral laws. Justice is the equitable and impartial 
application of God’s moral law in society. I will end where I started; we have to 
love others, serve others, and faithfully bear the image of God acting like 
Kingdom people. 

I will end where I started, we have to love others, serve others and faithfully 
bare the image of God acting like Kingdom people. 
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Now what, what do 
we need to do?

WARNING:
What I have talked about is NOT a strategy, 

formula, or system. It must be a lifestyle to 
pursue for those who are followers of Jesus 
Christ. If your desire is to make a significant 
difference in this world, first, be sure you are a 
follower of Christ, not just a believer. Second, 
work on loving, serving others, and showing 
Jesus to everyone you meet. Make these things 
a priority of your life. 

Trust me this sounds easy, but it’s an 
hourly struggle to keep focused, to be 
intentional, and not get wrapped up in the wrong 
conversation. If you stick with it, in the end lives 
will be changed because you loved them 
enough to help them and made Jesus known to 
them without saying a word. People will come to 
believe in Jesus Christ, and many will go further 
to follow Him. It’s healing, rewarding, and gives 
purpose to one’s life. 

When you have this lifestyle, you will help 
bridge the racial, political, and cultural divides.

Look at where you are 
on our spiritual journey
Honestly look at if you 
need to reset your 
methods of modeling 
Jesus Christ
Honestly look at the 
possibility to reset 
your verbal 
communications,
I would count it a 
privilege to have a 
conversation with you 
about this. Especially 
as it relates to your 
local mission program.


